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Animals
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CROSS REFERENCES
See sectional histories for similar State law;
Owner or keeper liable for damages - See Ohio R.C. 951.10
Dog registration - See Ohio R.C. 955.
Discharging firearms prohibited - See GEN OFF 549.10

505.01 DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:
(@) "Animal" means any animal, other than man, living and dead.

(b) ""Owner™ means any person, group of persons or corporation owning,
keeping or harboring any animal(s).

(c) At large' means any animal off the owner's property and not under the
control of a competent person, that is, a person who is of suitable age, size and
discretion to control the animal.
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(d) ""Restraint™ means the control of a dog or dogs by a leash, and under such
control as to prevent such animal from entering the property of another or from
chasing or attacking any person, animal or vehicle.

(e) "Animal Control Officer' means the person or persons employed by the
City as the enforcement officer for the purposes of this chapter.

505.02 ENFORCEMENT BY ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER; POWERS
AND DUTIES

The Mayor shall appoint an Animal Control Officer or other person to enforce
the terms of this chapter and may designate other employees to assist the Animal
Control Officer in this task. Such persons shall have the authority to enter onto
public and private property to do all other things reasonable and necessary to
enforce this chapter and applicable state statutes and regulations but shall not
enter into any private structure without the owner's permission. Nothing
contained herein shall prohibit the Animal Control Officer or other designated
employee from destroying an animal when in his judgment such act is necessary
and proper to protect life or property.

505.03 MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DOGS AND CATS PERMITTED

(a) Not more than two dogs or cats, or a combination of one each, except
puppies and/or kittens not more than three months old, may be kept in any single-
family dwelling, or any separate suite in a two-family dwelling, or in any
dwelling unit contained within a multiple-family dwelling building within the
City.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor for the first
offense, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree for a second offense and a
misdemeanor of the third degree for the third and each subsequent offense.

505.035 UNSANITARY CONDITIONS

(@) No person shall keep or harbor any animal so as to create noxious, or
offensive odors or unsanitary conditions. The City has the right to remove pets if
a health hazard exists or in cases of extreme noise.

(b) No person shall provide food or other sustenance to Canada geese, ducks,
gulls or pigeons.

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor for the first
offense, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree for a second offense and a
misdemeanor of the third degree for the third and each subsequent offense.

505.04 ANNUAL REGISTRATION OF DOGS; TAGS REQUIRED

(a) Except for guide dogs registered under Ohio R.C. 955.011 and dogs kept
by an institution or organization for teaching and research purposes under Ohio
R.C. 955.16, no person shall own, keep or harbor a dog more than three (3)
months of age without annually registering such dog with the County Auditor as
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provided by ORC 955.01. Failure of any dog at any time to wear a valid
registration tag shall be prima-facie evidence of lack of registration and subject
such dog to impoundment and disposition as provided by Ohio R.C. 955.16.

(b) Dogs may be registered by the City of Rocky River Animal Control Officer
who will collect the fees required by the county and forward them to the Rocky
River Finance Director. After proper accounting, the Finance Director will
release said funds to the Cuyahoga County Auditor.

(c) Whoever violates this Section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.

505.05 ANIMALS PROHIBITED

(a) No person shall own, harbor, or keep any farm animal within the City.
Farm animals include, but are not limited to: chickens, ducks, geese or any other
fowl, sheep, goats, horses, cattle, swine, or any other hoofed animal.

(b) No person shall own, harbor, or keep any wild, dangerous, or
undomesticated animal within the City. A wild, dangerous or undomesticated
animal is any animal whose natural habitat is the wilderness and which, when
maintained in a human society, is usually confined in a zoological park and which
includes, but is not limited to, any of the following:

(1) Venomous creatures, including spiders and reptiles.

(2) Constrictor snakes unless such animal is at all times kept in a structure,
cage or other secure place separating such animal from the general public,
customary invitees to the premises, and children who may be on the
premises.

(3) Any animal by reason of its size, strength or appetite, which would, if
unrestrained and free in the City, cause peril to persons, household pets,
buildings, landscape or shrubbery.

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree.

505.06 BARKING OR HOWLING ANIMALS; IMPOUNDING
AUTHORIZED

(@) No owner, keeper or person in charge of any animal in the City shall
permit such animal to bark, yelp, howl or bay in such manner or to such extent as
disturbs the peace and quiet of the City or any resident thereof. The Animal
Control Officer or other designated employee may take up and impound any
animal who is found disturbing the peace and quiet of any City resident in this
manner. However, if at any time such animal howls, barks, screeches or bites in
response to a trespass on the property of the owner, or in response to such
trespasser’s teasing, tormenting or abusing of such animal on the owner’s
property, no violation of this section exists.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor for the
first offense and a misdemeanor of the fourth degree for the second and each
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subsequent offense.

505.07 ANIMALS PROHIBITED IN STORES OR COVERED MALLS
EXCEPT FOR TREATMENT
(a) Except as provided in Section 505.08 below, no person shall take, lead or
have in his possession in any store, or covered mall in any shopping area within
the City any animal, except to obtain treatment for such animal at a specific store
or clinic for animals.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.

505.08 DOGS WITH BLIND, DEAF OR MOBILITY IMPAIRED
PERSONS

(@) When a blind, deaf or mobility impaired person is accompanied by a dog
that serves as a guide, leader, listener or support dog for him or her, and he or she
can show proof by certificate or other means that the dog leading him or her,
listening for him or her or providing support or assistance for him or her, has been
trained for that purpose by a nonprofit special agency engaged in such work, the
person is entitled to the full and equal accommodations, advantages, facilities and
privileges of all public conveyances, hotels, lodging places, all places of public
accommodation, amusement or resort, and other places to which the general
public is invited, and may take the dog into such conveyances and places, subject
only to the conditions and limitations applicable to all persons not so
accompanied.

(b) No person shall deprive a blind, deaf or mobility impaired person of any of
the advantages, facilities or privileges provided in subsection (a) hereof, nor
charge the blind, deaf or mobility impaired person a fee or charge for the dog.
(ORC 955.43 (B))

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree.

505.09 ANIMAL NUISANCE ON PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROPERTY

(@) No person, being the owner or in charge or control of any animal, shall
allow or permit such animal to commit a nuisance on any school grounds, City
park or other public property, or upon any private property other than that of the
owner or person in charge or control of such animal without the permission of the
owner of the property.

(b) In the case of defecation wherein the owner or person in charge or control
of such animal shall remove all feces deposited by such animal and dispose of
same in a sanitary manner, such nuisance shall be considered abated. Failure to
abate the nuisance shall subject the person to the penalty for violation of this
Section.

(c) No person being the owner or being in charge of any animal shall allow or
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permit such animal to enter a children's playground area within any City park,
school ground or public area.

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor for the first
offense and a misdemeanor of the fourth degree for a second offense.

505.10 ANIMALS NOT UNDER CONTROL

(@) No owner, keeper or person in charge of any animal shall permit such
animal to run at large or shall fail to control such animal anywhere within the
City. Testimony that an animal was not on the property of its owner, keeper or
person in charge, or was not held securely in leash by a person accompanying
such animal when found shall be prima-facie evidence that the animal was not
under control.

(b) No person, being the owner or in charge or control of any dog, cat, or
other animal, shall permit or allow by any means or in any manner, such dog, cat,
or other animal, to go or remain on any City park property without reasonable
restraint and leashed and under control. Reasonable restraint and under control is
defined here as restraint which conforms to the animal’s weight, size and strength,
being controlled by a person who is of suitable age, size and discretion to control
the animal.

(c) While on the property of its owner, it shall be unlawful to allow any
animal outdoors unless the animal is leashed, or contained within a fence, or
under the control of a responsible individual. It shall be unlawful for any owner
to allow his or her animal to cross outside the property line of its owner to any
extent, including reaching over, under or through a fence. Any method of
electronic pet containment is not considered valid during a period of time when
failure or lack of maintenance renders it non-effective. Visible signage to an
electronic pet containment system must be posted.

(d) Ananimal found at large will be impounded by the Animal Control
Officer unless the owner is present.

(e) Whoever violates or fails to comply with this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor and is subject to incremental increases in misdemeanor degrees with
repeated offenses that occur within the first twelve (12) months of the first
offense.

505.11 DANGEROUS AND VICIOUS DOGS; DEFINITIONS

(@) “Police dog” means a dog that has been trained, and may be used, to assist
law enforcement officers in the performance of their duties. Police dogs are
exempt from all sections of Chapter 505 herein.

(b) ""Dangerous dog"* means (1) a dog that, without provocation, has chased or
approached in either a menacing fashion or an apparent attitude of attack, or has
attempted to bite or otherwise endanger any person, or bites or causes physical
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harm to another dog or kills another companion animal (as defined in ORC
959.131) while that dog is off the premises of its owner, keeper or harborer and
not under the reasonable control of its owner, keeper, harborer, or some other
responsible person or (2) belongs to a breed that is commonly known as a pit bull
dog. The ownership, keeping or harboring of such a breed of dog shall be prima
facie evidence of the ownership, keeping or harboring of a dangerous dog.

(c) ""Menacing fashion means that a dog would cause any person being
chased or approached to reasonably believe that the dog will cause physical injury
to that person.

(d) "Vicious dog' means (1) a dog that, without provocation, has killed or
caused serious injury to any person or has caused injury, other than killing or
serious injury, to any person, or has killed another dog (2) “Vicious dog” does
not include a dog that has killed or caused serious injury to any person while such
person was committing or attempting to commit a trespass or other criminal
offense on the property of the owner, keeper or harborer of the dog.

(e) “Without provocation” means the dog was not teased, tormented, or abused
by a person, or that the dog was not coming to the aid or the defense of a person
who was not engaged in illegal or criminal activity and who was not using the dog
as a means of carrying out such activity.

505.12 INVESTIGATION OF COMPLAINT OF DANGEROUS AND
VICIOUS DOGS
(@) Whenever a complaint is made to the Police Department or the Animal
Control Office of the presence of a dangerous or vicious dog within the City, the
Chief of Police, or designee, shall promptly inspect or cause an inspection of the
premises on which it is alleged that such animal is being kept.

(b) If the Chief, or designee, determines that a dangerous/vicious dog is being
kept within the City, the Chief, or designee, shall determine the individual, firm or
corporation who from the records in the Auditor’s Office of Cuyahoga County
appears to be the owner of the dog, or if such information is not available, the
titled owner of the property upon which the dog is kept, and shall, within five
days, cause written notice to be served on such owner. Notice shall be served by
certified mail with a return receipt requested. If service of such written notice is
unable to be perfected, then the Chief of Police shall cause a copy of the aforesaid
notice to be served by ordinary mail which shall be deemed complete upon
mailing and also left with the individual, if any, in possession of the premises on
which the dog is kept, or if there are no individuals in possession of the premises,
he shall cause a copy of the notice to be posted on the premises.

(c) The notice required by this section hereof shall state, in brief, the findings
with respect made to the dangerous or vicious nature of the dog. The notice shall
further state that the owner must comply with the requirements of this chapter
within seven days after service of the notice.
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505.13. APPEAL PROCEDURE IN CASES OF DANGEROUS AND
VICIOUS DOGS
(@) The owner of a dog who has been served with a notice pursuant to
Section 505.12 (b) may, within seven days after receipt of such notice, make a
written demand to the Director of Public Safety-Service for a hearing on the
question of whether the dog is dangerous or vicious as defined in Section 505.11

(b) Every effort should be made to hold a hearing no later than ten days
following receipt of written demand to the Director of Public Safety-Service and
at least three days’ notice of the hearing shall be given to the individual who made
the demand for the hearing.

505.14 DISPOSITION OF VICIOUS DOGS
(@) No person shall own, possess, harbor or keep any dog designated by the
Director of Public Safety-Service to be a vicious dog.

(b) Any dog designated vicious by the Director of Public Safety-Service shall
be immediately surrendered to the Animal Control Officer or Patrol Officer.

(c) The Director of Public Safety-Service shall issue an order authorizing the
destruction of the vicious dog to take place not earlier than five days following the
written decision by him designating the dog vicious. If the owner or custodian of
the vicious dog, within such period, files a notice of appeal of the Director of
Public Safety-Service’s decision with a Court of competent jurisdiction, serves
the Director of Public Safety-Service with a copy of the notice of appeal and
removes the animal from the City pending such appeal, the City shall stay the
order of destruction pending the appeal.

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first
degree.

505.15 INSURANCE FOR DANGEROUS DOGS

(@) No owner of a dangerous dog shall fail to obtain liability insurance with an
insurer authorized to write liability insurance in this State providing coverage in
each occurrence, subject to a limit, exclusive of interest and costs, of not less than
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) because of damage to property or bodily
injury to or death of a person caused by a dangerous dog.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree for the first offense, a misdemeanor of the third degree for the second
offense, and a misdemeanor of the second degree for the third offense and each
subsequent offense. Each and every day during such period of noncompliance
with this section may be deemed a separate offense.

505.16 RESTRAINT OF DANGEROUS DOGS
(@) No owner or person in charge of a dangerous dog shall fail to do one of the
following:
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1. Keep the dog securely inside of the owner’s home or transport vehicle.

2. Keep the dog in a locked enclosure at least five feet by ten feet, which has a
secure top and sides. It must have either a concrete base with the fencing
securely attached or anchored to the concrete perimeter to a depth of six
inches or the sides must be embedded into the ground no less than two feet.
All fencing must conform to the City of Rocky River building codes.

3. While a dangerous dog is off the premises of the owner, keeper, or
harborer, it must be fitted with a proper collar that will prevent the dog
from slipping out of it or breaking through it, and have a substantial chain
link leash or tether attached to the collar that conforms to the dog’s
weight, size, and strength. The leash should be not more than six feet in
length and should be controlled by a person who is of suitable age, size,
and discretion to control the dog. Alternatively, the leash may be securely
attached, tied or affixed to the ground or a stationary fixture so that the
dog is adequately restrained. In this case, a person who is of suitable size,
strength and discretion must be stationed in close enough proximity to the
dog so as to prevent it from causing injury to any person or domestic
animal. Additionally, dangerous dogs off the premises of the owner must
be muzzled in such a manner that the muzzle does not interfere with the
dogs’ breathing.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree, a misdemeanor of the third degree for the second offense, and a
misdemeanor of the second degree for the third offense and each subsequent
offense.

505.17 INSPECTION OBSTRUCTION IN CASES OF DANGEROUS DOGS

(a) Any person owning, keeping, possessing, harboring, maintaining or having
the care, custody or control of a dangerous dog shall be deemed to have given
consent to an inspection of the property, other than within any private structure
unless otherwise authorized by law, by any law enforcement officer or the Animal
Control Officer for the purpose of determining compliance with the requirements
of this chapter.

(b) No person shall purposefully prevent, obstruct or delay the performance
of any authorized act by a law enforcement officer or the Animal Control Officer
within his official capacity. Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree on the first and each subsequent offense.

505.18 PHYSICAL HARM BY DANGEROUS DOGS

(@) No person, being the owner or having the care, custody or control of any
dangerous dog within the City, shall allow such dog to cause physical harm or
serious physical harm to any person, except in defense of such owner’s person or

property.
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(b) Lack of intent on the part of such person to allow such dog to injure
another, or the lack of knowledge of the violent propensities of such dog, is not a
defense to the violation of this section.

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first
degree.

505.19 IMPOUNDMENT; DESTRUCTION OF DANGEROUS AND
VICIOUS DOGS
(a) When any person, being the owner or having custody or control of a dog,
is charged with a violation of this chapter, the court may, upon motion of any
party or its own motion, order the seizure and impoundment of the dog pending
trial.

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent a Law Enforcement
Officer or Animal Control Officer from seizing or destroying any animal which
presents an immediate risk of physical harm to any person or property.

(c) Any dog that attacks and injures any person, or companion animal, shall be
humanely destroyed when, in the court’s judgment, such dog represents a
continuing threat of serious harm to persons or companion animals. The Director
of Public Safety-Service or designee, may petition the court of competent
jurisdiction for an order to humanely destroy any dog impounded pursuant to this
chapter which represents a threat of harm to any person caring for such animal.
The court may order any dog that kills or causes serious physical harm to any
person, other than a person committing a criminal trespass or other crime of
violence upon the premises of the owner of such dog, humanely destroyed.

505.20 BANNED DOGS

(@) No person shall own, keep, possess, harbor, maintain or have the care,
custody or control of a dog within the City when such dog has been banned by
order of court of competent jurisdiction from any municipality, county, township
or other political subdivision.

(b) Compliance with the requirements of this chapter is not a defense for a
violation of this section.

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first
degree. Each and every day during such period may be deemed a separate
offense.

505.21 CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
(@) No person shall:

1. Torture an animal, deprive one of necessary sustenance, unnecessarily or
cruelly beat, needlessly mutilate or kill, or impound or confine an animal
without supplying it during such confinement with a sufficient quantity
of good wholesome food and water. -
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2. Impound or confine an animal without affording it, during such
confinement, access to shelter from wind, rain, snow or excessive direct
sunlight if it can reasonably be expected that the animal would otherwise
become sick, or in some other way suffer. All areas must be regularly
cleaned, and accumulated feces must be removed. For purpose of this
Section, "shelter” means a manmade enclosure, windbreak, sunshade or
natural windbreak or sunshade that is developed from the earth's contour,
tree development or vegetation.

3. Carry or convey an animal in a cruel or inhumane manner.

(b) Necessary veterinary medical care must be provided when the animal
exhibits pain or suffering.

(c) Whoever violates this Section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second
degree (ORC 959.99(D) for the first offense, and of a misdemeanor of the first
degree for a second offense and each subsequent offense.

505.22 ABANDONING ANIMALS
(@) No owner or keeper of a dog, cat or other domestic animal shall abandon
such animal (ORC 959.01.)

(b) Whoever violates this Section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree.

505.23 GENERAL RABIES QUARANTINE

Whenever, in the judgment of the Director of Public Safety-Service, it is
determined that rabies is or may be prevalent in the City, all animals in the City
shall be quarantined. During such quarantine, no owner, keeper or person in
charge of any animal shall, with knowledge of such quarantine, permit an animal
to leave the premises where such animal lives. Such a quarantine order shall be
considered an emergency. Animals found at large in violation of such quarantine
order may be impounded or destroyed within the discretion of the Director of
Public Safety-Service.

505.24 QUARANTINE PROCEDURE AND COMPLIANCE

(@) Whenever it is shown that an animal has bitten any person, the owner,
keeper or person having custody or possession of such animal, shall, within 24
hours following the biting incident, contact the Director of Public Safety-Service
or designee. On the tenth day following the bite incident, the animal must be
examined by a licensed veterinarian at the owner’s expense. During the ten day
quarantine period following the bite incident, the animal shall be confined in
either an animal clinic, kennel or animal hospital, or secured at the home of the
owner, keeper or person having custody or possession of the animal, in an area
inaccessible to the public at large. The owner, keeper or person having custody or
possession of such animal shall then submit to the Director of Public Safety-
Service, or designee, within 24 hours following the post quarantine examination, a
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written report signed by the examining veterinarian, setting forth therein the dates
of examination of such animal and the results thereof. If the animal dies prior to
the tenth day of the quarantine period, as herein before provided, the owner,
keeper or person having custody or possession of such animal shall immediately
contact the Director of Public Safety-Service or designee, who shall arrange for
the removal of the animal to a qualified laboratory for examination. Under no
circumstances shall the owner or keeper of the animal purposely destroy the
animal prior to compliance with the requirements of this section. No owner,
keeper or person having custody or possession of such an animal shall fail or
refuse to remove and take such animal for the examinations required herein, or
fail to comply with the submission of the report as required, or fail to notify the
Director of Public Safety-Service or designee immediately upon the death of the
animal, or purposely destroy such animal prior to compliance with the
requirements of this Section.

(b) If the owner or person having custody or possession of such animal fails to
comply with such order of the Director of Public Safety-Service or designee
within 24 hours of the notification that such order has been issued and served
upon such owner or person having custody or possession, the Director of Public
Safety-Service or designee may take such animal into custody and place the same
in quarantine, at the expense of the owner or person having custody or possession
of such animal.

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.

505.25 IMPOUNDING PROCEDURE; REDEMPTION OR DISPOSITION

(a) In addition to other procedures and penalties applicable to violations of
this chapter, the Animal Control Officer may take up and impound any animal
found in violation thereof. If such animal is not wearing a registration tag, the
Animal Control Officer, shall, within seven days after taking up such animal, turn
such animal over to an officer charged by law with the custody and disposal of
such animals. If the animal is wearing a registration tag or some other type of
identification showing the name and address of its owner, the Animal Control
Officer shall immediately give such person notice that the animal has been found
and taken up. The animal shall not be released to its owner except upon payment
to the City of twenty dollars ($20.00) for the first day or any part thereof and ten
dollars ($10.00) for each additional day or part thereof. Any animal not reclaimed
within the respective time period shall be turned over to an officer charged by law
with the custody and disposal of such animals.

505.26 COURT ORDER TO REMOVE OR DESTROY ANIMAL
In addition to any penalty provided herein, if the court determined that any
animal, on one or more occasions has bitten or attacked any person or domestic
animal without provocation, or if the court determined that the owner of the
animal has habitually permitted such animal to run at large, or violated this
chapter on one or more occasions, the court may, in order to protect the health,
welfare, safety and property of the City’s inhabitants, order that such animal be
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destroyed.

505.27 ADMINISTERING POISON
(@) No person, except a professional exterminator, for the purpose of pest
control, shall administer poison to any animal, except as provided (b) below.

(b) Pest control within the dwelling or on the real property of the owner as
administered by the owner or resident shall be exempt from this section.

(c) Whoever violated this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first
degree.

505.28 HUNTING OR KILLING ANIMALS
(a) Except as otherwise specifically provided in this chapter, no person shall
hunt, Kill or attempt to kill any animals within the City.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first
degree.

505.29 PROTECTION OF WILD LIFE ON PUBLIC PROPERTY

(a) No person shall, on any public property, molest, take, chase, shoot or
throw any object at any animal, or remove or have in his possession any animal or
the eggs or young of any such animal.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree.

505.30 TRAPPING

(@) No person shall trap any animal by the use of a clam-type trap or other
similar device. Nothing in this Section shall be deemed to prevent the trapping
and killing of mice, rats or other undesirable rodents.

(b) For purposes of this Ordinance, a domestic animal is an animal that is
living with human beings and/or under their care. If in an attempt to discourage
or eliminate a pest, any person shall entrap any domestic animal in a trap other
than those traps prohibited above, such animal shall be turned over to the City’s
Animal Control Officer. Entrapped wildlife shall also be turned over to the City’s
Animal Control Officer.

(c) Whoever violates Subsection (a) or (b) is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
fourth degree.

505.31 RABIES VACCINATION OF CATS AND DOGS

(a) Any person owning, keeping or harboring any cat or dog over the age of
three (3) months, shall be required to have such animal currently immunized
against rabies by a licensed veterinarian.
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(b) All owner or keepers as described in part (a) of this section shall maintain
a record of such immunization as provided by a veterinarian. They shall provide
said proof of immunization to any person so inquiring.

(c) Whoever violated section (a) or (b) of this Ordinance is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor.
(Ord. No. 47-05. Passed 5/23/05.)

505.99 PENALTY

(EDITOR’S NOTE: See Section 501.99 for penalties applicable to any
misdemeanor classification.)
(Ord. No. 3-95. Passed 2/13/95.)

MAY 2005 REVISION
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