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CHAPTER 921 
Water 

 
 
 921.01  Unlawful use of hydrant       921.99  Penalty 
 921.02  Water Use Emergencies 
 

CROSS REFERENCES 
 
       Easements for water supply - see Ohio R.C. 715.34 
       Contract for water supply - see Ohio R.C. 743.24,  
         4904.34 et. seq.  
       Power to regulate - see Ohio R.C. 743.26, 743.28,  
          4904.34 et. seq. 
       City consent for fixtures on public property - see 
          Ohio R.C. 743.24  
       Water pollution - see Ohio R.C. 743.25; TRAF. 381.39; 
          GEN. OFF. 521.08(b) 
       Trailer water connection required - see BUS. REG. 741.02 
       Obstructing natural watercourse - see S.U. & P.S. Ch. 919 
       Use of fire hydrants - see FIRE PREV. 1501.13 
          (FPC  F-409.1 et seq.) 
 
     921.01  UNLAWFUL USE OF HYDRANT 
     No person, except an authorized agent, employee or officer of the Municipality 
of the Division of Water and Heat of the City of Cleveland shall open, close or 
interfere with any fire hydrant, valve, regulator, gate, curb cock or any other 
appurtenance of a water main, service pipe or other pipe appuratus, used or 
intended for the conducting of water, and no unauthorized person shall tap, open 
or make any unathorized connection with any such water main or pipe. 
 
     Nothing in this Section shall apply to anything done by or under authority of 
the Fire Division, or the taking of water from a hydrant, under and according to 
the terms and conditions of a permit issued by the Director of Public Safety-
Service.  
 
     921.02  WATER USE EMERGENCIES. 
     (a)   Whenever it appears to the  Mayor, or upon notice from the City of 
Cleveland, Division of Water and Heat of the Department of Public Utilities to the 
Mayor or Director of Public Safety-Service that a shortage of water supply exists 
or is imminent which  
threatens the public health and safety and that the shortage makes it necessary to 
curtail water use within all or any part of the City of Rocky River, the Mayor shall 
proclaim a water use emergency throughout all or any part of the City of Rocky 
River. 
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     (b)  During a water use emergency, the Mayor may order a water use 
curtailment by prohibiting unnecessary use of consumption of water during all or 
specified hours of the day and/or may order that specified premises curtail 
unnecessary use or consumption of water on specified days only as the Mayor 
shall determine to be necessary. 
 
     (c)  A water use emergency shall specify: 
 
           (1)  the geographic area affected by the water use emergency; 
 
          (2)  the length of time the emergency shall be in effect, which time shall not 
       exceed seven (7) days; and 
 
           (3)  the degree of water use curtailment       
 
     (d)  An order of a water use emergency shall become effective at the time of 
issuance by the Mayor.  Notice thereof shall be given to a newspaper of general 
circulation in the City of Rocky River and shall be reported to local radio and 
television stations for broadcast. 
 
     (e)  As used in this section, unnecessary use or consumption means the use or 
consumption of water for purposes other than personal health, safety, sanitation 
and bodily consumption. 
 
     "Unnecessary use or consumption" of waters includes but is not limited to 
sprinkling or watering lawns, other land irrigation, the washing of automobiles, 
houses or other structures and the use of water for recreation purposes such as the 
maintenance of swimming pools.  The use of water for  private construction such 
as the mixing and curing of concrete, the puddling of backfill in excavations, the 
moistening of masonry walls preparatory to pointing or sealing and other similar 
uses is not an unnecessary use or consumption of water.  The use of water to 
scrub and rinse areas such as hard surfaced drives, garage floors, patios and 
similar uses where necessary for the purpose of sanitation and the protection of 
health is not an unnecessary use and consumption of water.  The use of water by 
means not directly connected to the water supply for sprinkling vegetable gardens 
or flowers gardens is not an unnecesary use and consumption of water.  
 
     (f)  No person or entity shall during a water use emergency use water in 
violation of the terms and conditions of the Mayor's water use emergency order. 
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     921.99  PENALTY 
     Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a minor 
misdemenaor and shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00).  
Whoever violates any provision of this section having been previously convicted 
of a violation of any provision of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree and shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or 
imprisoned not more than sixty (60) days, or both.  A separate offense shall be 
deemed committed each day during or on which violation or noncompliance 
occurs or continues. 
(Ord. 66-88. Passed 7-11-88). 


